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The Aché Indisns: Genocide in Paraguay (IWGIA Document 11)

documented the extermination of the Ach& in Paraguay up to September
1972. At that time, a public scandal broke out in Paraguay over the
Indian situation, The Authorities promised an inguiry, one man was
arrested, and there was hope of a change. But today this genocide

is still going on. The promised inquiry has never been realized;

the man arrested has been released and is out manhunting again.

THE PEAK OF THE ICEBERG

the Aché Indians: Genocide in Paraguay was written with the

purpose of summarizing all available data on a gpecific cage of
genocide. For that purpose, I cited first-hand accounts and iden-
tified eye-witnesses. The foloowing facts were established:

A, The Ach& of the forests of Eastern Paraguay had been syste-
matically hunted down by armed raiding parties. I cited 10 proven
cases of such raids between 1968 and 1971, in the course of which
at least 37 Indians were killed, at least 23 Indian children kid-
napped, and at least 20 other Indians either murdered or kidnap-
ped. Thege 80 victims, of course, represent but the peak of the
iceberg, as most crimes of this kind are never documented.

B. Aché children kidnapped in the course of these raids had
been sold or kept as "criados'", a euphemistic term for Indian child-
ren brought up as slaves.

C. The Paraguayan military authorities had get up an Aché
reservation, to which Indians were brought by force. On this reser-
vation, some Ach®é died due to the deliberate withholding of food
and medicine. Others, mainly children, were sold or given away. From
October 1970 teo June 1972, at least 164 Aché either disappeared from
the reservation or were killed by marhunters stationed there. Further-
more, 95 others were kidnaPPEd.EJ Again this is just the peak of
the iceberg.

Referring to these facts compiled in my article, the anthro-
pologist Father Meli& (Executive Secretary of the Mission Department



of the Paraguayan Episcopal Conference) commented that they did
"not yet include all the crimes and violence committed against the
Aché-Guayaki". According to him, about two thirds of the Indians
who have passed through the reservation between the end of 1970 and
the beginning of 1973 have disappeared.-

At least 3 Northern Aché bands have disappeared between 1968
and 1972; their members were either killed or kidnapped on private
or official hunts. Estimating the average population of a band at

about 200 persons4)

, this might mean the killing or kidnapping of
some 600 persons.

But the entire Aché case may just be the peak of an iceberg.
Other Indians, too, seem to be threatened in Paraguay. Unfortunate-
ly, little information is available about these natives, as they
live mostly in the west Paraguayan Chaco, a region less densely in-
habited and thus less observed. Tourists and sclentists are shown
certain Indian settlements, but have few means of knowing what hap-
pens 200 km away. The revolt of the Nivakl® Indians against white
settlers in 1962, for instance, was not revealed publicly until
1964,

The Ayoreo Indians in the northwest corner of Paraguay resemble
the Ach& in their refusal to surrender immediately to white domina—
tion. "In 1946, we heard reliable reports that the authorities of
the Chaco Military Territory awarded a reduction of obligatory
military service to any soldier who killed a Moro (Ayereo). The
Uruguayan journalist Borche photographed the severed head of an
Indian in the hands of the murderer himself, and published it in
the Uruguayan press.”e) Although today no such directly genocidal
regulation exists, as late as 1972 I heard in Paraguay tales of
military parties against the Ayoreo with the aim of killing the men
and taking the women to the barracks. I was not able to check the
truth of these stories, In 1972, the Paraguayan Roman Catholic
Church stated its concern about the "real persecution" of which
this tribe is the victim. A spokesman stated that in one case at
the beginning of 1972, more than 10 Ayorec had been killed and others
captured.

The Tomarxa, some 1000 "hostile" Indians west of the upper
Paraguay River, are accused of "migdeeds and murders" in the area,
but the occasional attacks of these "marauders" are, according to
the Paraguayan anthropologist Chase Sardi,"cases of vengeance taken
on the Paraguayans for wrongs committed... (The Tomarxa) are in a
state of permanent hostile defence."B) In the same situation are
some 500 Manjuy, "in an attitude of hostile defence against the
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national society. These are the tribes whom we suspect to be the
victims of aegts of genoccide probably more direct and brutal than

those directed against the Aché.
PROTESTS

In June and July of 1972, the protest of the Paraguayan Roman
Catholiec Church against the massacre of Indians in Paraguay was fol-
lowed by further protests from Paraguayan intellectuals, among them
several scientists specializing in Indian qﬁestions. These protests
led to the removal of one of the executors of the official Aché
policy, Mr. Jeshs de Pereira.lo) The critics were appeased.

8ince the beginning of 1973, new protests have been heard in
Paraguay from people who fear that the Indian situation has not real-
ly changed.

In Janvary 1973, a theater company in Asuncibn staged a play
called "The History of One More Death", dealing with the situation
of the Indians of Paraguay,"continually approaching destruction and
extermination.“ll)

On 30 January 1973, the Paraguayan scientist Lebn Cadogan, a
retired official of the Paraguayan Indian Administration, considered
the foremost specialist on Aché culture and language, wrote a letter
to the editor of a British newspaper which had published an article
of mine on the genocide of the Ach&, While rectifying a minor error
of translation that had slipped into my article, Cadogan implied
agreement with its substance, including some severe criticism of the
Paraguayan Indian Administration.

On 4 February 1973, the Paraguayan anthropologist Chase Sardi,
co-editor of the Paraguayan anthropological review Suplemento Antro-—
polbgico, and also co-editor of the most distinguished Paraguayan
news weekly Diflogo, published in Argentina a prudent but intelligible
denouncement of the persecution of the Indians of Paraguay. "The In-

dians cannot indict, conduct a case, or testify, And if they could
in theory, would they understand the complex character of our so-
phisticated legal system?" Chase referred to the case of the Aché
as "one of the most horrible crimes of genocide committed on our
continent."l3)

In February 1973, the Anthropological Studies Center of the
Catholic University of Asuncibn published a book about the Aché
"agony", including an eye-witness account of a manhunt organized by
the official reservation. "By tearing the Ach& out of the forest,
pulling him out of the ecological conditions in which he has lived



up to now, one breaks down his biclogical and cultural equilibrium,
thus...forcing him towards death."l4?

In February and March of 1973, this book was reviewed favourably
in the Paraguayan press, which did not fail to mention that it con-
tained documentary evidence of the fact of genocide, "of which those
responsible may or may not be aware.”l5

On 20 May 1973, the daily newspaper La Tribuna published & let—
ter to the editor by the anthropologist Father Melié demanding that
an International Commission be invited to Paraguay to inyestigate
"the principal forms of ethnocide and genocide which the Aché-Guayaki
have endured in recent years: concretely, the massacres organized in
the Department of Guaird and in the regions of Curuguaty, Laurel,
and Itakyry; tne kidnapping of children and giving and selling them
to strangers; and deaths on the reservation, as well as the condition
of those who have survived."

On 25 July 1973, in a letter to the German concern Farbwerke
Hoechst, whose Paraguayan branch manager has been accused of impli-
cation in the Achf problem, Meli& again denounced "the almost total
zenocide of the Ach®&—Guayaki, which shows many sigzns of a planned
action." A similar letiter was writien to this firm by the Archbishop
of Asuncibn, Msr. Roldn.

In August 1973, the best-known Paraguayan writer, Augusto Roa
Bastos, who lives in Argentina, there published a passionate de-
nouncement of the genocide of the Ach&. "The most deadly and in-
visible means of amnihilation are, above all, cutting off the Indian
from his natural environment, the forest; the violent rupiture of his
customs; his cultural disintegration...; the antagonism created, and
deliberately accentuated by the capturers, between the already 'tamed'’
prisoners and the still free savages. This is the hot-bed of the
most horrible virus, the cheapest weapon, the infallible formula for
mass exXtinection." S

In September 1973, the Paraguayan anthropologist Chase Sardi,
on a trip to Burope, granted an interview to a German radio station:
"According to all serious versions received, the reservation Aché
are real prisoners in a concentration camp. Even in this year of
1973, those who try to flee are pursued with weapons."l7)

On 16 January 1974, in a letter to the Paraguayan Minister of
Defence, (Chase protested against what he called "a wholesale con-—
spiracy against our ethnical minorities", citing detailed examples.

The reason for these protests is the fear that this genocide
may continue.,



THE PRIVATE MAWHUNTERS

Although by August 1972 the names of several manhunters who had
undertaken private killing raids against the Ach® were known to the
Paragusyan amxhoritiesla , no actions have been ftaken against any of
them.

There are clear indicationg that these manhunis have not ceased.
In September 1973, Antonio Oddone Sarubbi, the Police Chief of the
Department of Alto Paranf, where most of the killing had taken place,
from 1968 to 1972, told the pregss that thers are peOplé "who kill
them (the Aché) safely without nausea.“19

Tree Acht were "detected" on 30 August 1973 in the Department
of Alto Paran&, according to Paraguayan press reports. One report
gives the account of the man who "found them - or captured them, as
you prefer", at a place called Sobé-i, some 80 kilometers from the
Paranh River. He first met two Aché "I fired a shot into the air,
with a rifle. When they noticed us, the Guayaki (Ach&) started run-
ning away... 1 again shot into the air. Then they stood still, threw
down their bows and arrows, and raised their hands." Some moments
after this surrender, 7 more Ach® “came out of the forest". They
were brought to a nearby hut, where the Paraguayans obtained from
them the information that a larger group was still in the forest.
They returned there, found a band of Ach& whose gize is not given,
and took them all with them. The reporter, some days later,saw only
three Aché, no indication being given of what had happened to the
others. The careful reader cannot avoid the impression that they may
have been sold. This report does not speak openly of violence, but
hints at it through its obviocus gaps.zo)

In 1974, the New York Times,in a report from Paraguay, quoted
a North American missionary there as saying that it was still not
certain whether an Aché "can walk up to a Paraguayan and not be shot
at - which still happens around here,"

On 16 January 1974, in his letter to the Paraguayan Minister of
Defence, the Paraguayan anthropologist Chase Sardi mentions that
1ife in the forests is by now very dangerous for the Ach&, since
"groups of hunters, wood cutters and palmito collectors conduct real
punitive raids against them."



ACHE SLAVES

The 1974 New York Times report confirms the continuing existence
of Aché slavery in Paraguay: "Examples of slavery abound even today
in eastern Paraguay, and occasionally here in the capital." The North
Anmerican missionary quoted said: "It's still a sign of status around
here to own your own Aché.., Many Paraguayans consider them the fier-
cest Indians in the country, and I guess for soﬁe of them it's like
having a tiger at home to show off to friends."”

The US Department of State has released the reéults of an in-
guiry into the Ach& problem, carried out primarily by the US Embassy
in Paraguay. Although this official information, released in answer
to critics in the US House of Representatives who feared a possible
implication of the US in the case of the Aché, is obviously influen-
ced by an effort not to disturb good relations between the United
States and Paraguay, it admits, somewhat reluctantly, that "young
Indians had been pressed into work by ranchers for little more than
subsistence" : a prudent way of avoiding the term "slavery".22 of
the Ach&é "found or captured" in 1973, the Paraguayan press report
mentioned above tells that they "obey any sign of the hand" : an-
other description of slavery.

In January and February of 1973, a German army officer visited
the Aché region of Paraguay as a tourist. In the Curuguaty area he
found a settlement where six Ach& children were living with white
settlers; their parents had disappeared. Two of the children had
just arrived; the German ftourist found it obvious that they had been
bought by the settlers from manhunters, Another Ach& child, some
3 to 5 years of age, was seen by the same traveller in the house of
a Japanese family.

Groups of between 10 and 50 Indians each have left the reser-
vation ever gince 1972, and are now serving as slave labour at vari-
ous places., In a letter from Paraguay, dated 31 July 197323}, I am
told "Some 15 Guayaki (Ache) are working at the Empatado - Cecilio
Béez military post, Lidia is there, too." Lidia was, until 1972, a
kind of official reservation prostitute for visitors.

In his letter of 16 January 1974 to the Paraguayan Minister of
Defence, Chase Sardi writes: "Some 15 or more kilometers from Yhfi,
is Kurus@, the estancia of Mr, Manuel Chceres. There were brought,..
some 30 Aché-Guayaki, plus several children removed from their
parents and relatives, among whom could be identified: Tomasa, 13
years old; Emilio, 7; Reina, 10; and Miguel3 5, easy to identify

because of a big burnscar on his buttocks®?).. The men in charge of
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the estancia categorically refuses to return these children to their
parents, who live on the Colonia Nacional Guayakl (the Ach®é reser-—
vation). The adults are forced to work for no more payment than their
food. T could also confirm that some Aché Indians of special physical
strength, loyal to their master, serve as guards of the other Indians,
keeping them from returning to the reservation."

This document also mentions the case of an employee of the Pa-
raguayan Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, "who is dedicated
to the prostitution of Guayaki (Ach&) women, and to the sale of some
of them., The neighbours, full of fear and in secret, told us that three
of these: Lila, Juanita, and Tucia, were sold to persons who came
from Asuncibn to take them back. I am enclosing a photograph of Lila
and Juanita." In another case, a man of the town of Cecilio Blez
took with him from the reservation a boy of about 10 years of age.
"His mother, Elena, whose indigenous name is Pichugui, weeps con-
tinucusly because her son is absent." But the man who carried off
this child "refuses to return him, on the pretext that he is giving

him a Christian education.”24)

THE RESERVATION

As a consequence of the public attention focused on the Aché
reservation, it was in 1972 entrusted to the North American mission
"To the New Tribes", the manifest opposite of the previous admini-
strator, Mr. Jeslie de Pereira. While Pereira could not be imagined
without his pistol, the missionaries talk of love. Pereira had been
engaged in prostitution and the sexual perversion of Indian children,
but the missionaries are rather puritanical. Unlike Pereira, who was
a drunkard, the missionaries do not touch alcohol. A letter written
by a visitor to the reservation on 18 September 1972 states that
"the Indians are all fine and becoming more and more healthy with
each passing week. One 'New Tribes' missionary family lives on the
reservation, and several others work there frequently on health,
w23) The letter from Chase to the Minister
of Defense states: "The medical attention furnished by the mission—

construction and what-not.

aries is very good, and a nurse is permanently stationed with them."
But while the material standard of the reservation Indians has
risen, their spiritual situation is questionable. The "New Tribes"
missionaries differ from most other Christian missions working among
American Indians in their greater agressivity towards primitive cul-
tures. As Chase puts it, and most anthropologists will agree, they
"systematically oppose the few remaining customs and ceremonies,





































































The

No.
No.
No.
No.

No.

Ne.

No.

No.
No.

previous reports in this series are:

O SR

10

L
12

13

14

15

16

Declaration of Barbados

Karl Eric Knutsson: Report from Eritrea

A, Barrie Pittock: Aboriginal Land Rights

Rupert R. Moser: The Situation of the Adivasis

of Chotanagpur and Santal Parganas, Bihar, India

John H. Bodley: Tribal Survival in the Amazon:

The Campa Case

Rent Fuerst: Bibliography of the Indigenous Problem

and Policy of the Brazilian Amazon Region (1957-1972)
Bernard Arcand: The Urgent Situation of the

Cuiva Indians of Colombia

Stefano Varese: The Forest Indians in the Present
Political Situation of Peru

Walter Coppens: The Anatomy of a Land Invasion

Scheme in Yekuana Territory, Venezuela

Henning Siverts: Tribal Survival in the Alto Maranon:
The Aguaruna Case

Mark Minzel: The Ach& Indians: Genocide in Paraguay
Welly Arvelo Jiménez: The Dynamics of the Ye'cuana
("Maquiritare") Political System: Stability and Crisis
Carmen Junqueira: The Brazilian Indigenous Problem and
Policy: The Example of the Xingu National Park

Douglas Senders: Native People in Areas of Internal
National Bxpansion: Indians and Inuit in Canada

Alicia Barabas and Miguel Bartolomé: Hydraulic Development
and Ethnocide: The Mazatec and Chinantec People of Oaxaca,
Mexico

Richard Chase Smith: The Amuesha People of Central Peru:
Their Struggle to Survive

32



