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EASTERN BOLIVIA: THE WHITE PROMISED LAND

by Norman Lewis

The Indians of Bolivia, already exploited by a
military dictatorship, will have to take up more of the white
man's burden if South Africans and Rhodesians accept an in-
vitation to colonise the country. White South Africans, ac-
customed to the excesses of their own police, will find much
that is familiar in Bolivia. Police used violence against a
mass hunger strike in La Paz recently and broke into a news-
paper office to arrest 800 people who were seeking sanctuary.

Copenhagen 1978
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Norman Lewis, the author of this IWGIA Document, works
as a free~lance journalist for The Sunday Times and The
Observer. He is also the author of ten novels and five non-
fictional works. He specializes in Latin American affairs,
and is above all interested in the conditions of the Indians
of that continent. One of his major investigations was
published in The Sunday Times, February 23, 1969, under the
title: "Genocide - From Fire and Sword to Arsenic and Bullet,
Civilization Has Sent Six Million Indians to Extinction."
Few publications have had greater international impact. In
Britain it led to the foundation of SURVIVAL INTERNATIONAL.

His report on Eastern Bolivia: The White Promised Land,
was first published in Observer Magazine, March 5, 1978. We
wish to extend our most sincere thanks to Norman Lewis and
to the editors of the Observer Magazine for their generous

permission to publish this report as an IWGIA Document.

Copenhagen, May 1978

The International Secretariat of IWGIA






Dr. Guido Strauss, Bolivian Under Secretary for Im-
migration, caused a stir throughout Latin America last year
when he announced his government's intention to encourage
the entry into Bolivia "of a large and important numbers of
white immigrants... especially from Namibia, Rhodesia and
South Africa."”

His statement was published by Bolivia's leading news-
paper, PRESENCIA, which later revealed that 150,000 whites
would be accommodated and that the scheme had been financed
by a 150-million-dollar credit to Bolivia offered by the
Federal German Republic.

Censorship in Bolivia fosters eagerness on the part of
the Press to study and reflect the governmental viewpoint,
but in this instance PRESENCIA seems to have been in a
quandary as to the official line. A vigorous denial by one
department of the plan's very existence, coincided with a
wealth of confirmatory detai1>poured forth by another. "At
the very time", wailed the newspaper, "when the Institute
of Colonisation affirmed that they had no knowledge of such
a project... Under Secretary Guido Strauss said that the im-
migration plan was a matter of top priority."

Confusion was worse confounded by publication of extracts
from a confidential letter written by Strauss to his minister,
General Juan Lechin Sudrez, presumably smuggled out of the
files to be copied. The letter was full of precise figures
and facts. The white settlers would be admitted in stages,
taking possibly as long as six yearé,'although 30,000
families could be admitted in the first Year if the financial
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arrangements were settled by then. The exact areas to be
taken over by the newcomers were listed, and the amount of
land they would receive (800,000 hectares). Strauss noted
that the cost of purchasing this land - which was to be given
to settlers - and of building roads was 250 million dollars,
and that this sum had been funded.

The letter breathed the sentiments of humanity, and
warned of the holocaust that awaited South African whites
once black majority rule became a fact. Mr Sean McBride,

High Commissioner for Namibia at the UN, was quoted as having
said that Namibian whites would have to abandon the country.
"There is no doubt that the factors of a catastrophe are
imminent", Dr Strauss wrote. Motives of national self-
interest were also touched upon. Bolivia's economically
under-developed, under-populated areas cried out for the
drive and the technical skills of the energetic South
Africans. He also made the claim that Britain, the US and
France between them were ready to put up 2,000 million
dollars to indemnify white Rhodesians, "who would be unable
to resist the process of Africanisation”.

Adverse reaction to this colonisation was to be expected,
and was led by the Catholic Church, the only body in Bolivia
prepared to stand up to the dictatorship. A conference of
religious leaders was held last July and a declaration
followed listing numerous objections to the plan. What clear~
ly disturbed the Church was the prospect of apartheid in
Bolivia. PRESENCIA was permitted to publish the criticisms.

I quote from two paragraphs only:

" The South African immigrants, with their violently racial mentality,
condemned even in their own countries, could import the principles of
apartheid into those under-populated areas where they would form com-
pact groups. Bolivia, as the South Africans write so often in their news-
papers, is the richest of the Latin American countries, requiring only
an advanced technology for the exploitation of its raw materials...
"three—quarters of its population are illiterate natives". This is a



point of view echoed by the contemptuous remarks of same of our own
authorities who say, "The Indians cost more to keep than animals. They
have to be fed, and work less.""

The well-meaning objections of the Church, and of so
many liberal Bolivians, are as naive as they are creditable,
since in some ways apartheid already exists in a purer and
more extreme form in Bolivia than the version professed by
the racists of South Africa. This, a visitor to the country

quickly discovers.

La Paz, at 12,400 feet, is the highest capital in the world.
The plane lands on the edge of a plateau high above it,
engines screaming in reverse and wing-flaps clawing at the
thin air. A few hundred yards from the runway's end, the
abyss awaits. The city lying below is crammed into a monstrous
crater. Here, in this hole in the earth, its original Spanish
builders, who went there to mine gold, huddled out of reach
of the terrible wind that whines like a persistent beggar

at every turn. From the almost infernal vision beneath, one
turns back to that of the flat world of the Altiplano; see-
mingly limitless in one direction, and almost all of it over
13,000 feet, and in the other confined by a string of Andean
peaks, like so many icebergs stranded miraculously at the
edge of a desert.

This is the homeland of the Aymara Indians, whose grand-
iose civilisation preceded that of the Incas. They have been
forcibly Christianised, and enslaved over four centuries,
and they are still fantastically exploited. But somehow they
have survived. Now, with the Church turned benign, they are
no longer compelled to carry priests in chairs on their
backs, or scourged for persisting in their ancient worship
of Pachamama, the mother-goddess, and Tio, the Devil, who is
also, appropriately, god of the tin mines....

Bolivia is a poor country, its per capita income of about
£200 a year putting it at the bottom of the league of South



American nations. Its adult literacy is about 30 per cent.
0il revenues have brought about some increase in prosperity
in recent years, but this has been diverted to a small sector
of the population and largely spent on non-essential consumer
goods. Far from bringing comfort to the peasant majority, the
new prosperity has in fact done the reverse, for while the
prices of agricultural produce has been rigorously held down,
almost everything else is imported and subject to the in-

flationary process.

National poverty and under-development formed the theme of
Under Secretary Guido Strauss's argument in favour of mass
immigration of whites from South African countries when I
interviewed him in La Paz. He was communicative and direct,
a man with a reputation for not mincing words. Occasionally
he is indiscreet, and is widely quoted as having said in
public, "They (the white immigrants) will certainly find our
Indians no more stupid or lazy than their own blacks". He
confirmed to me with enthusiasm all the details of the
project so far published, whether or not they had been denied
elsewhere, and added to these a little fresh data.

Bolivia, Dr Strauss explained, a country twice the size
of Spain, had a population of five millions. Such people as
it had were crowded into the semi-barren Altiplano and a
number of upland valleys, leaving the vast and rich territory
of the eastern provinces virtually unpopulated. Through lack
of development of its agricultural wealth, the country was
even obliged to import food. When, therefore, discreet inter-
national moves had been set afoot to discover possible areas
of resettlement for whites whom it was believed would sooner
or later be forced out of Rhodesia, Namibia and South Africa,
Bolivia had recognised that its acceptance of such refugees
might provide a partial solution to this problem.

Dr Strauss said that approaches had been made (through
the German Federal Government) not only to Bolivia, but to
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Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay and Venezuela. Brazil and Venezue-
la had agreed to accept a limited number of technicians.

Only Bolivia had been ready to take on immigrants of all
classes en bloc. Dr Strauss said that any white settler would
be given, free, a minimum of 50 hectares of first class agri-
cultural land, and would also receive social, technical and
economic assistance. Those who wished to engage in ranching
would receive "very much more", together with ample low-cost
labour.

Dr Strauss handed me a copy of the Bolivian immigration
laws, which also stressed Bolivia's demographic predicament,
and the inducements offered to immigrants who could contri-
bute to its solution. Settlers from all countries would be
welcomed with open arms, but, he said, a special and natural
sympathy predisposed Bolivians in favour of persons of
European origin, who shared with them a common heritage of
culture and religion.

Asked how many immigrants from the South African countries
had already arrived, Dr Strauss said that some "spontaneous"
immigration had taken place. He believed that this trickle
would soon become a flood, an inundation which could be
expected as soon as black majority rule becomes a fact. The
infrastructure, including the building of roads in areas
where the colonialists were to be settled, was complete.
Bolivia for them, Dr Strauss said, is a promised land.

One question remained. Forty-one Indian tribes, with a
total population of about 120,000, are recorded as living in
the nominal emptiness of Eastern Bolivia. Some of them occupy
precisely those areas shown on Dr Strauss's map as designated
for development. What was to become of them?

This was a question which Dr Strauss did not feel compe-
tent to reply to. If I wanted to know anything about Indians,
and the nation's plans for them, he suggested that I should
go and talk to the head of the Summer Institute of Linguist-
ics, the largest of the group of North American evangelical
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missionaries working in Bolivia. This I did.

The mildness of Mr Victor Halterman's personality came
as a surprise after learning something of his formidable
reputation as head of the Summer Institute of Linguistics.
With the exception of Under Secretary Strauss, who was
naturally obliged to keep his thoughts to himself, I never
met a Bolivian who did not regard the Summer Institute of
Linguistics as the base for operations of the CIA in Bolivia;
possibly in South America itself.

Mr Halterman's reticence and modesty were reflected in
his bare office in a ramshackle building. Shoved into a
corner at the back of the cheap furniture stood a splendid
object of carved wood and macaw's feathers, an Indian god,
said the missionary, that had been joyously surrendered to
him by some of his converts. The other decoration was a
coloured photograph of a Chicobo Indian wearing handsome
nosetusks, and a long gown of bark.

The presence of these reminders of the Indians' uncivil-
ised past came as a surprise, because, in the mood of the
Pilgrim Fathers, most missionaries frown on all such things,
banning personal adornments of all kinds, unless produced in
a modern factory, as well as outlawing musical instruments,
and jollifications of any kind in missionary compounds. Mr
Halterman was more liberal in his outlook. Indians might
dress up as they pleased, and even sing and dance, but only
in a "folkloric" spirit, i.e. as long as such activities
were stripped of any possibility of a hidden "superstitious
significance”.

Among the innumerable North American religious bodies
devoted to the spiritual advancement of South America are
three main missionary groups: the New Tribes Mission, the
South American Mission, and the Summer Institute of Linguist-
ics, all of whom concern themselves with the capture of
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Indian souls. Of these the SIL is possibly the richest and
most powerful, with 13 active posts throughout the country.
Not only does it have the government's support, but one
learns with surprise that it comes under the Ministry of
Culture and Education, of which Mr Halterman is an official.

It may be in acknowledgement of this official co-
operation that the biblical text that features most prom-
inently in the SIL's well-produced promotional literature is
Romans 13:1, offered in Spanish and eight Indian translations.
The Institute's text is at variance both with that of the
English Revised Version of the Bible, and its Spanish equi-
valent. "Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers”
becomes "Obey your legal superiors, because God has given
them command", while the SIL quite remarkably re-translates
"the powers that are ordained by God" as "There is no govern-
ment on earth that God has not permitted to come to power".
(Could General Banzer, who seized control of the country in
1971, have had a hand in this linguistic exercise ?)

Mr Halterman agreed that the SIL, as well as the two
other evangelical missions, were religious fundamentalists,
and therefore ready with a tooth and nail defence of every
line of the Holy Writ, including the world's literal creation
in six days, and Eve's origin as a rib from Adam's side.

Fundamentalists also believe that all the non-Christians
of this world, including those who have never heard of the
existence of the Christian faith, are doomed to spend eter-
nity in hell. As the printed doctrinal statement of the New
Tribes Mission - with whose theology Mr Halterman said he
was in complete agreement - puts it: "We believe in the un-
ending punishment of the unsaved." It is this belief that
inspires so many missionaries to save souls at all costs,
often with disregard for the converts' welfare in this
world.

"We have a very limited medical programme", Mr Halderman
said, and one could be sure he meant what he said. It is this
indifference to anything but the act of conversion that
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explains the almost incredible experience reported by the
German anthropologist Jlirgen Riester in an encounter with a
missionary who in 1962 had been entrusted by the Bolivian
government with the pacification of the Ayoreo Indians.

"The missionary allowed more than 150 Ayoreos to die in
cold blood, after establishing contact with them. The Indians
were dying of a respiratory disease accompanied by high
fever, and the missionary held back medicine, using the
following argument: "In any case they wont allow themselves
to be converted. If I baptise them just before they die,
they'll go straight to heaven."

Mr Halternman agreed that a certain number of Indians
remained at large in the forest areas designated for future
occupation by the white immigrants. It was a matter for
regret, he thought, and he seemed to blame himself and his
brother missionaries for incompetence in this matter. The
Indians could be dangerous, he said, mentioning that only
two days before, a member of an oil exploration team had
been shot to death by arrows. However, there were still
souls to be harvested, and he described with quiet relish
the methods used to entice the occasional surviving Indian
group from its natural environment so that this could be
accomplished.

"Wwhen we learn of the presence of an uncontacted group"
said the missionary, "we move into the area, build a strong
shelter - say of logs - and cut paths radiating from it into
the forest. We leave gifts along these paths - knives, axes,
mirrors, the kind of things that Indians can't resist - and
sometimes they leave gifts in exchange. After a while the
relationship develops. Maybe they are mistrustful at first,
but in the end they stop running away when we show, and we
all get together and make friends."

But the trail of gifts leads inevitably to the mission
compound, and here, often at the end of a long journey, far
from the Indian's sources of food, his fish, his game, it

comes abruptly to an end.
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"We have to break their dependency on us next", Mr Hal-
terman said. "Naturally they want to go on receiving all
those desirable things we've been giving them, and sometimes
it comes as a surprise when we explain that from now on if
they want to possess them they must work for money. We don't
employ them, but we can usually fix them up with something
to do on the local farms. They settle down to it when they
realise that there's no going back."

"Something to do" on a local farm is only too often in-
distinguishable from slavery. Mr Halterman, whether he knows
it or not, is the first human link in the chain of a process
that eventually reduces the Indians to the lamentable condi-
tion of all those we saw in Bolivia, and there are many
hundreds of missionaries like Mr Halterman all over South
America, striving with zeal and with devotion to save souls
whose bodies are condemned to grinding labour in an alien

culture.

While the North American missionaries have become - often
officially - the servants of such right-wing military dictat-
orships as that of Bolivia, opposition in the name of Human
Rights is frequently organised by Catholic priests and
members of the religious orders. Their efforts, although at
best hardly more than an attempt to alleviate harshness and
cultivate compassion, involve them in some risk, and shortly
before we arrived in La Paz gunmen murdered two assistants of
a priest who had been troublesome. We were told that such
gunmen could be hired to assassinate someone of small import-
ance for as low a fee as 100 pesos (rather less than £3).

A number of our informants were churchmen of a staunchly
liberal kind, but it is not possible to mention them by name,
or even identify the organisations to which they belong. One
of them described the current Banzer regime as a confident
and therefore fairly mild form of Fascism. Unlike Chile,
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which had lost all self-respect, it valued its good name.
When, in January 1974, the peasants in Cochabamba showed too
spirited a resistance to its authority it had not been above
sending in planes and tanks and killing a hundred or so, but
for the moment it had fallen like a digesting crocodile into
a kind of watchful inactivity.

In the meanwhile, the Church had cautiously involved it-
self in the formation of peasant groups that could by-pass
the fraudulent government-rigged trades unions. He expected
that eventually the crocodile would show that it was far
from asleep. Future repression, he thought, was certain.

It was a priest who introduced us to some of the facts
of the situation of the abundant labour promised by Dr Strauss
to the new white immigrants, as and when they arrive, and he
took us to see cane-cutters at work on an estate near Santa
Cruz. Some 40-50,000 migrant workers are brought in to deal
with the cotton harvesting and the cane-cutting. These are
all Indians, the majority from the Altiplano. Of the two
groups, the cotton pickers seem marginally the worse off,
being housed in dreadful barracoons in which they sleep
packed in rows, sexes mixed, 30 or 4o to a hut.

The working day is from just before dawn until dark. Alti-
plano Indians, accustomed to the cold, clear air of the high
plateau, suffered dreadfully, the priest said, in the heat
of the tropics, and also from the incessant attacks of insects
unknown in the highlands, but which made life unbearable to
them here. It was difficult to estimate how much a worker
earned, but allowing for loss of working time through bad
weather the priest estimated that this might average out at
Sop a day. But this was far from being the take-home wage.
Various deductions had to be made, including the contractor's
cut.

All the estates employed agents who scoured the country
in their search for suitable labour. The plantation owners
paid them 50p to £2.50 for every man, plus a percentage de-
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ducted from the worker's pay.

There were other drawbacks. The migrant worker would be
forced to buy his supplies from the estate's stores, where
prices could be three or four times those normally charged.
Jirgen Riester noted in his work on the Indians of Eastern
Bolivia that a kilo of salt might be charged up in this way
at 12 times its market price, and a bottle of rum at 20
times normal cost. Thus the average daily wage could be re-
duced from 50p to 20p, or less. Worst of all, said the priest,
almost all migrant workers were debt-slaves, and the debts
they had been induced to incur went on mounting up every
year, so that they were bound for life to a particular
employer; their children, who would inherit the debt, would
be bound to him, too.

The cane-cutters we visited were on a sugar estate about
20 miles from the city. They were Chiriguano Indians, from
Abapd Izozog - one of the two principal areas designated
for the new white settlements. These men worked a l5-hour
day, starting at 3 am, by moonlight or the light of kerosene
flares, except on Sunday, when 13 hours were worked. The two
free hours on Sunday were dedicated to a visit by lorry to
buy supplies at the estate owner's shop in Montero, the
nearest village. They were paid about 50p a day.

Although their contracts stipulated that water, firewood
and medicines would be provided free, there was no wood, two
inches of a muddy brown liquid in the bottom of one only of
the two wells, and the only medicine given was aspirin, used
impartially in the treatment of enteritis, tuberculosis
(from which many of them suffer), and snake-bite. Every
woman over the age of 18 had lost her front teeth as a
result of poor nutrition, leaving the gums blue and hideous-
ly swollen.

A contractor hung about, keeping his eye on us; a sleek
and smirking young man in a big sombrero, a digital watch
strapped on his wrist and a transistor to his ear. Part of
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his duties would be to keep a look out for cane-cutters who
were obviously not long for this world and ship them off
back to their villages where they could die out of sight.
All these cane-cutters were debt-slaves. It should be
stressed that the estate was not specially singled out for
this investigation, but was chosen at random, largely be-
cause it was easily reached from the main road. It was al-
most certainly no better nor any worse than the rest.

The current fight championed by the Church on such
estates is for the elimimation of the contractor and the
abolition of a system by which 20 per cent of wages are
withheld until the end of the harvest to prevent desertion.
Even when, despite this precaution, workers do cut and run,
they may be brought back by the police as absconding debtors.
Little objection is seen from above to controlling labour by
brute force: a mentality inherited from the days before 1962,
when estates were bought and sold with their workers.

In 1972, at the time of the cotton boom and the trebling
of cotton prices on the world market, workers were forcibly
prevented from leaving the cotton fields, and troops sent to
the Altiplano to recruit labour, while in Santa Cruz schools
were closed so that the children might be free to help out.

The following news-clipping from EXCELSIOR, dated
23 June 1977, gives some idea of labour conditions that can
still exist in odd corners.

SLAVE CAMP DENOUNCED IN BOLIVIA: La Paz, 22nd June. The unusual
case of a slave camp's existence was denounced here today. The
denunciation was received in the labour office of the town of Oruro
against the owners of the Sacacasa estate alleging this to be a slave
camp. Apart fram harsh treatment received by both adults and children,
they are forced to work from 6 am to 6 pm for a daily wage of lo pesos
(25p) . The slaves are threatened with firearms and brutal floggings to
campel them to submit to this exploitation.

The migrant workers I have described are classified as
Indians integrated into the national society. They have, in
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some cases, been in painful contact with white people for
several centuries. They dress as whites, are nominally
Catholics, and often no longer speak an Indian language. The
Chiriguano cane-cutters were descendants of those who sur-
vived the wholesale exterminations of the great rubber boom
of the 19th century, when Indians who were dragged from their
villages to become rubber tappers had no more than a two-year
expectation of life, and could expect punishment which might
include the amputation of a limb for failure to produce the
expected quota of rubber.

There exists a class of even cheaper and more defenceless
labour. These are "non-integrated" Indians, who have only
recently been driven or enticed from the jungle. They are at
the bottom of the pyramid of enslavement.

On 16 October 1977, two days before our arrival in Santa
Cruz, PRESENCIA published an account of the kind of misad-
venture that can befall a forest Indian - in this case one
of a band of refugees who escaped from a mission compound -
who happens to follow a road and arrive at the end of it,
dazzled, bewildered, and quite unable to make himself under-
stood, in the streets of a boom city.

This Indian, an Ayoreo named CaEe, was washing his
clothes in the River Pirai, a few yards from the Santa Cruz
main railway station, when he heard screams coming from a
parked car in which two men were attacking a girl. Cane ran
to the girl's aid, and the two men drove off, but soon re-
turned with a police car. In this, after a thorough beating,
Cane was taken to the police station, where, being unable to
give any account of himself in Spanish, and in the absence
of an interpreter, one of the policemen simply drew his gun
and shot him through the head. The bullet entered the right
side of the head, low down, behind the ear, and exited,
astonishingly, without damage to the brain.

What is unusual about this story, besides Cane's miracul-
ous escape that got him into the newspapers, was that he was
then taken to hospital. In Latin America it is unusual for
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an ambulance ever to be sent for an Indian.

This happened on 9 October, and on 20 October, learning
that Cane and the rest of his fugitive groups were still to
be seen on a piece of waste-ground outside the Brazil
Station, we found an interpreter and went in a taxi to talk
to him. The taxi-driver had some reason to know just where
the Ayoreos were to be found, because he mentioned that the
Ayoreo women had been driven by starvation to prostitute
themselves for 5 pesos (13p) per visit. He himself had had
intercourse with one of them several days before, copulation
having taken place at dusk, in the open, by the side of the
well-illuminated and busy road. He now awaited with anxiety
the possible appearance of dread symptons.

We found approximately 20 Ayoreos on waste land by the
side of the new dual carriageway. Cane was among them, and
we examined the still raw wound in the back of his head. He
told us that a number of ribs had been broken in the beating
he had been given, and that an attempt had been made to
break both his wrists, using a device kept at the police
station for that purpose.

Cane, a magnificently strong young man, had put up such
resistance to this that the policeman had had to give up his
efforts, and then in frustration had drawn his gun and shot
him instead.

The Ayoreos are the proudest of the tribes of Bolivia,
making a fetish of manly strength and courage, particularly
as demonstrated in their hunting of the jaguar. To acquire
status in the tribe and marry well, an Ayoreo must be pre-
pared to tackle a jaguar at close quarters, in such a way
that the maximum amount of scarring is left by the encounter
on his limbs and his torso.

For these Ayoreos the days of hunting the jaguar in the
Gran Chaco were at an end. They had gone through the mission,
been deprived of their skills and been taught the power of
money. As a last resort, since food had to be bought, they
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sold their women. Cane remembered being taken by a mission-
ary as a boy from the Chaco. Since then he had slaved for
farmers, being paid with an occasional cast-off garment or

a little rice. In the end, he and his companions could

stand the life no longer, and had just wandered away follow-
ing the road through the jungle, and then a railway track
until they reached Santa Cruz.

We learned that the mission from which the Ayoreos had
decamped was a South American mission station in the jungle
some 20 kilometres from the village of Pailén, and deciding
to see for ourselves what were the conditions that could
have caused this apparently hopeless, headlong flight into
nowhere, we visited the mission on 22 October, in the
company of three Germans, one of whom spoke Ayoreo.

The scene, when we arrived in the camp, was a depressing~
ly familiar one: the swollen bellies, pulpy, inflated flesh,
toothless gums and chronic sores of malnutrition, the slow,
listless movements, the eyes emptied by apathy. Here, 275
Ayoreos, a substantial proportion of the survivors of the
tribe, had been rounded up with their jaguar-scarred chief,
who presented himself, grotesque in his dignity, wearing a
motor-cycle crash-helmet. We inspected a deep cleft in his
forehead where he had attempted to commit suicide, using an
axe.

The only signs of food we say was a bone completely
covered by a black furry layer of putrefaction, being passed
round to be gnawed, and a cooked tortoise being shared among
a group. With our arrival a commotion began, led by some
weeping women, and we soon learned the reason. Here in the
tropics, at the height of the dry season, the water supply
had been cut off by the missionary in punishment for some
offence. The Indians, several of them ill, and with sick
children in the camp, had been without water for two days.

We saw the missionary, Mr Depue, a lean shaven-headed
man of somewhat austere presence, who confirmed that he had
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ordered a collective punishment he believed most likely to
be effective to deal with a case in which two or three
children had broken into a store and stolen petrol. There
was to be no more water until the culprits were found, and
brought into his compound, there to be publicly thrashed.

The situation was a difficult one because, as Mr Depue
explained, in all the years he had spent as a missionary, he
had never heard of a single instance of an Indian punishing
a child, which was to say that the conception of corrective
chastisement seemed to be beyond their grasp. Mr Depue spoke
of this aversion to punishment as of some genetic defect in-
herited by the whole race. It had now come to be a trial of
strength, and he could only hope that the deadlock would
soon be resolved. He took up an "it-hurts-me-as~much-as-it-
hurts-them" attitude; assuring us that he had decided to
share the general discomfort by ordering the water supply to
the mission house to be cut off as well. It occurred to us
that he might have prudently arranged for a reserve, because
we happened to arrive when the missionary and his family
were at lunch, and both water and soft drinks appeared to be
in reasonable supply.

Mr Depue happened to have read the newspaper's account
of Cane's misfortunes, and remembered that he himself had
"brought him in", during a pacification drive in the Chaco.
Three or four youngsters, including Cane, had become separa-
ted in the panic from their tribe. "I kept out of sight and
sent Ayoreo-speaking Indians to offer them a better life,
and to persuade them to come in, and they did."

It was by chance on our way back from this expedition that
we saw our first "criada" - a Chiquitano Indian girl who had
been "adopted" by a white family, and happened to serve us
in her foster-parents' bar. The "criada" system is far from
being exclusively Bolivian, and exists under different names
in backward rural areas in most Latin American countries
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where there are groups of depressed and exploited Indians.

In the hope that they will receive some education, and
an economically brighter future, Indians give their children
away to white families. The little Indian ~ usually a girl -
becomes a Cinderella no prince will ever discover. She will
be put to unpaid drudgery from the age of four or five, be
traditionally available for the sexual needs of the sons of
the family, and will not be able to marry, although she will
be allowed to have children, who in their turn will become
"criadas".

Our German friends knew this girl well, but having lived
for some years in Bolivia, and become accustomed to its
institutions, they were not horrified, as we were, that such
barely disguised forms of slavery could exist.

A "criada", they informed us, could be lent or given
away. They had no rights of any kind: rural untouchables of
Latin America, whose existence went unnoticed. There was no
saying how many there were in Bolivia, they said. In some

parts of the eastern provinces almost every farm kept one.

Santa Cruz is a boom town, a little dizzy with quick profits,
and displaying its wealth as best it can. It has a new
Holiday Inn, full of American oilmen in baseball caps, and
possesses no fewer than four ring-roads. Among its leading
citizens are Germans, the most successful and affluent of
the foreigners in Bolivia. There are about 300,000 of them,
and it is said that President Banzer, who is a descendant
of one of the older German families, came to power through
a military coup financed by the German colony.

The powerful Dr Strauss, in control of immigration,
comes of German forebears, and Teutonic surnames are scatter-~
ed liberally through the lists of directors of the country's
leading enterprises. Near Abapd Izoz0g, immediately adjoin-
ing the nominaliy empty area (save for a few thousand
Indians) that Dr Strauss proposes to people with Rhodesians,
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South-West African whites of German descent and refugees
from South Africa, the Germans occupy a colony about the
size of Holland. They have founded other vast colonies at
Ascencibn de Guarayos in the centre of the country, and at
Rurrenahaque, in the north, and have sunk fortunes into
building roads and costly irrigation schemes.

A high percentage of German immigrants arriving since
the war, we were told by our German contacts, had remained
loyal to Nazi political philosophy, and recently neo-Nazi
groups had also emerged. The Bolivian government appears
indifferent to this phenomenon, and has pushed its neutral-
ity to the lengths of resisting the extradition of at least
one war criminal. Neo-Nazi journals imported from Germany,
and such militaristic publications as Soldaten-Zeitung, find

avid readers.

Our own brief experience of martial nostalgia was to be
warned at the hotel of an impending dinner for some 300
Germans, to raise funds for the German school (the best in
Eastern Bolivia). With some embarrassment it was hinted that
many of the guests were ex. or actual, Nazis and that we
might find some of their old wartime drinking songs offens-
ive. We listened to the clamour but kept out of the way.
Most extraordinary of all, to us, was to be assured that
German Jews in Bolivia had sunk their differences with their
old Aryan persecutors, and now fraternised at such gather-
ings, joining to chorus the "Horst Wessel" along with the
rest; a case of cultural solidarity in an alien background
overcoming even racial prejudice.

Our final conclusion was that Dr Strauss's justification
for the plan to bring in whites from the South African
countries - i.e. economic necessity - was not quite the
whole story. Bolivia is potentially one of the richest of
South American countries, since apart from other largely un-
tapped timber resources in the east, aerial surveys have
indicated that the Amazon Basin it shares with Brazil
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contains one of the most valuable and diverse mineral
profiles in the world. It is also among the weakest of these
countries, with a population of five millions, many of whom
are illiterate and subjugated Indians, contributing little
to the country's muscle. With these human resources it must
be ready to defend the thousand miles of frontier it also
shares with Brazil, which has 1lo millions, and is now on
the verge of superpower status.

At the moment, Brazil is fully engaged in gobbling up
its own resources, but it can be imagined that sooner or
later ‘it might turn its eyes westwards with renewed appetite
and in a mood for expansion.Brazilian roads have either been
built or resurfaced by Army engineers to take the heaviest
tanks. One such road points to the heart of Bolivia through
Corumb&, after which, crossing the frontier, it dwindles to
dirt. Also, through foreclosures, Brazilian banks already
own much land along Bolivia's eastern borders.

Almost imperceptibly, Bolivia has been a country bleed-
ing to death. In a series of wars fought and lost over the
past century it has seen its territory whittled away by
victorious neighbours: first the nitrate-rich Atacama Desert
and the port of Antofagasta to Chile; then the Acre Territo-
ry to Brazil; then three quarters of the Chaco to Paraguay.
Always these losses have been the result of its failure to
fill "empty" spaces occupied by the Indians, who do not
count. .

Seeing into the future with Dr Strauss's eyes one might
be tempted to agree with him that, from his viewpoint, and
that of the Bolivian government, the problem of filling this
territorial vacuum is urgent. Strauss has to have his im-
migrants, and sooner or later he will probably get them, as
the intransigence of the South African whites stokes up fuel
for the fire tomorrow.

Together with the powerful German-Dutch minority already
in place, these newcomers could transform Bolivia into a



27

strong, white-dominated, ultra-right, anti-Communist state
in the heart of Latin America. This vigorous transformation
would discourage the future covetousness of neighbouring
states, and it would delight the United States by laying
forever the ghost of Che Guevara - himself once attracted

to empty spaces in Bolivia.
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